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lands and to improve the climatic and health conditions of the city of
Corpus Christi and contiguous territory, create an emergency and an
imperative public necessity thereby. exists demanding the suspension
of the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several
days and that this-Act take effect and be in force from and after its
passage, and it is so enacted.

Approved March 19, 1917.
Takes effect 90 days after adjournment.

EMPOWERING COMMISSIONERS' COURTS TO ESTABLISH

WATER IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS.

H. B. No. 238.] CHAPTER 87.

An Act to authorize the commissioners' courts of the several counties of
Texas to create and establioh defined districts for irrigation purposes to
be known as water improvement districts, empower such districts to con-
struct reservoirs, dams, canals, laterals, ditches, pumping plants and
other internal Improvements necessary to irrigation systems; to order
and hold elections for'the purpose of voting on irrigation propositions
and establishment of such districts; and to provide for the careful gov-
ernnient and operation of such districts; and to authorize such districts
to issue bonds and assess property for taxation, and to levy and collect
taxes in payment of bonds issued for such irriga,.ion improvements and
the maintenance thereof, and authorize such districts to levy assess-
ments for the operation and maintenance thereof, and to' assess and col-
lect'taxes for the payment of bonds issued and interest thereon and the
expense of assessing and collecting such taxes; authorizing the electibn
of directors and authorizing the appointment of tax assessors aid col-
lectors and all other necessary officers, attorneys, managers, engineers
and employes of such districts for the purpose of carrying into effect
the provisions of this Act; providing for determining the lands included
in said districts and the addition of other territory to same, and the
exclusion 'of territory from same; granting right of eminent domain for
such districts and authorizing such districts to acquire by purchase, gift,
grant or condemnation for such district, the title to any right-of-way
and other necessary property, and providing for the payment thereof;
provid'ng for the acquiring of water rights for such districts, and pro-
viding for the distribution of water by such districta, and sale of
water; authorizing such districts to do all things necessary for the
establishment and maintenance of such districts, and construction and
maintenance of all necessary improvements, and to levy and collect as-
sessments for the operation and maintenance thereof; providing for ti e
selection of depositories for the maintenance of an office, -for the keen-
ing of books and accounts by such districts; fixing a lien and lenalties to
enforce the collection of taxes; fixing a lien and penalty to enforce the
collection of nssesqpments;|providing for the filing of suits to establish
the validity of the formation of such districts) andiproviding for the
Attorney General of the State to file answers lh such proceedings, and
fixing the venue of such actions;)authorizing the addition of territory
within two or more counties to esfabiished districts, and authorizing the
formation of districts including territory In-two or more counties, pro-
vidln for election in such districts and the method of making returns
and declaring the result of such election; providing that suit may be
instituted in the nsme of the State of Texas by the Attorney General;
providing for the distribution of water among the *ater users of such
districts; providing generally a complete system for tho formation of
water improvement districts, the governing of such districts, and the
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disrolution Of such districts; providing that such districts may -acquire
exiqting drainsge improvement and pay the debts of same; providing
that such districts may construct drainage ditches and imnrovements
and mly construct levees and may pay for all such improvements; pro-
viding for the validation and continuing in force of all irrigation dis-
tricts heietofore formed and now existing in the State of Texas; re-
po'lint nr Act of the Thirty-third Legislature, being Chapter 172 of said
Acts of 1913, of the State of Texas; providing for changing the name
of irrigation districts; providing for cancelling and re-issuing irrigation
distrirt bonds and water improvement district bonds; authorizing such
d'strlrs to enter into contract with the United States or the officers
thereof for the building, rental and operation of irrigation works and
for othnr purposes; relnting to the terms of such contracts and the
means of carrying out the same; of collecting taxes and other charges
thereunon and'disbursing the same; providing for sale of bonds, repeal-
ing all laws and parts of laws in conflict herewith, and declaring an
emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:

SECTION 1. The county, commissioners' court of any county in this
State at any regular or called sessions thereof may hereafter estab-
lish one or more water improvement districts in Iheir respective coun-
ties in the manner hereinafter provided. Said districts may or may
not inelfide within their boundaries, villages, towns and municipal
corporations, or any part thereof, but no land shall be at the same
time included within the boundaries of more than one water improve-
ment district created under this Act. Such district, when so estab-
lished may make irrigation improvements therein or may purchase im-
provements already eisting, or may purchase improvements and make
additional improvements, and issue bonds in payment therefor, as here-.
inaftor provided. Such districts being authorized to provide for the
irrigation of the land included therein. Districts may be formed for
co-operation with the United States under the Federal. reclamation
laws for the purpose of construction of irrigation works including
drainage works necessary, to maintain Ihe irrigability of the land or
for the purchase, extension, operation or mainteance of constructed
works, or for the assumption, as principal or guarantor, of indebted-
ness to the United States on account of district lands.

Upon the presentation to the county commissioners' court of any
county in this State, either at a regular or any called session of said'
court, of a petition signed by a majority in number of the holders of
title or evidence of title to lands situated within the proposed district
and representing a majority, in value,as indicated by the State and
county assessment rolls of all of said lands, praying for the (stablish-
meit of a water improvement district, and setting forth the necessity,
public utility and feasibility and setting forth the proposed bound.
aries thereof, and designating a name for such district, which name
shall include the name of the county. The said commissioners' court
shall, at the session when said petition is presented, set the same down
for hearing at some regular or special session of said court called for
the purpose not less than twenty nor more than forty days from the
presentation of said petition, and shall order the clerk of said court
to give notice of the date and place of said hearing by posting a copy
of said petition and the order of the court thereon in five public
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places within said proposed district, and one at the court house door of
said county. Said clerk shall receive as compensation for such service
one ($1.00) dollar for each notice so posted and five cents per mile
for each mile necessarily and actually traveled in posting such notices.
Such notices shall be posted for at least twenty days prior to the date
of such public hearing. The clerk shall make due return of a true
copy of such notice, showing the time when and the places where such
notices were posted, and shall file the same in his office and among
the papers affecting such district.

SEC. 2. Upon the day set by. said county coinmissi6ners' court for
the hearing of said petition, any person whose lands are included in
and would be affected by the creation of said district may appear be-
fore said court and contest the creation of such district, or contend
for the creation thereof, and may offer testimony to show that such
district is or is not necessary and would or would not be of public
utility, and that the creation of such district would or would not be
feasible or practicable. Said county commissioners' shall have vx-
elusive jurisdiction to hear and determine all contests and objections
to the creation of such district and all matters pertaining to the same,
except as is hereinafter provided, and may adjourn the hearing on
any matter connected therewith from day to day and all juagmetnts
rendered by said court in relation thereto shall be final, except as
herein otherwise provided.

SEc. 3. If, at the hearing of such petition, it shall appear to the
satisfaction of the court that the organization of such district and the
construction or purchase, or the construction and purchase of the pro-
posed irrigation system, or that co-operation with the United States
as in Section 1 provided, is feasible and practicable, and that it is
needed and would be a public benefit and a benefit to.the lands in-
cluded in the district, then the court shall so find, and cause its find-
ings to be entered of record; but if the court should find that the ir-
rigation of the lands in such district is not feasible and practicable
and that it would not be a public benefit or is not needed or would not
be a public utility, then the court may enter such findings of record
and dismiss the~ petition at the cost of petitioners.

SmC. 4. If at the hearing provided for in Section 3 of this Act the
court shall enter an order granting or dismissing the petition for the
organization of said district at the cost of petitioners, then and in that
event the petitioners, or any one or more of them, or any one owning
land in such district, may appeal from said order to the district court,
and in the event of such appeal, said cause shall be tried under the
rules prescribed for practice in the district court and shall be" de
novo, and the clerk of the commissioners' court shall transfer to the
clerk of the district court, within thirty days from the date of such
judgment all records filed with the county commissioners' court, and
it shall be unnecessary to file any other additional pleadings in said
court. The final judgment on appeal shall be certified to the com-
missioners' court for their further action.

SE.. 5. After the heating of the petition, as provided for in Sec-
tions 2 and 3 of this Act, if the commissioners' court shall find in
favor of the petition rs for the establishment of a district according
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to the boundaries as set out in said petition, the county commissioners'
court shall order an elcetion to be held within said propomed district,
at which election there shall be submitted the following propositions:
"For the Water Improvement District," "Against the Water Im-
provement Dstriet," and the election of five directors its is hereafter
provided.

SEC. 6. After the ordering of the election as provided in the pre-
ceding section, notices of such election shall be given, stating the time
and place or places of holding the election, and showing the, bound-
aries of said proposed districL, and such notices shall also show the
presiding officer or officers appointed for the holding of said elec-
tion. Such notices shall be posted in four places in such proposed
district, and one shall be posted at the court house door of the county
in which such proposed district is situated, such posting to be for
twenty days previous to the date ef the election and shall contain the
proposition to be voted'upon aud names of offices to be filled at such
election.

SEC. 7. The manner of conducting such election shall be governed
by the election laws of the Stato of Texas, except as is herein other-
wise provided, and at ouh election none but resident property tax-
payers, who are qualified voters of said proposed district, shall be en-
titled to vote on any question submitted to the voters thereof at such
election. The county commissioners' court shall name a polling place
for such election in each voting precinct or part of a voting precinct
embraced in said district, and shall also select and appoint two judges,
one of whom shall be the presiding judge, and two clerks at each poll-
ing place named, and shall provide one and a half times as many bal-
lots for said election as there are qualified resident tax-paying voters
within such district, as shown by the tax rolls of said county. Said
ballot shall have printed thereon the following: "For the Water Im-
provement District," "Against the Water Improvement District,"
and said ballot shall also contain a space in vhich to write the name
or names of the officer or officers to be seleoted at such election, and
each voter at such election may write or have printed upon haid
ballot the namac of the parties voted for as directors and there shall
be no other matter placed upon said ballot.

SEC. 8. It shall be the duty of the tax collector of the county before
a water improvement district is formed, and of the tax collector of said
district after its organization, to make out a certified list of the proper-
ty tax payers of said district, and to furnish same to the presiding
judge of the election, and before any person is entitled to vote at any
election under this Act, his name must appear in said certified list of
property tax payers, unless such person acquired property in said dis-
trict after the 1st day of January of the preceding year, and in such
event before he shall be permitted to vote he must take the following
oath, to be administered by the presiding judge of the polling place
where he offers to vote, and.for such purpose the presiding judge is
hereby authorized to administer the same: "I do solemnly swear (or
affirm) that I am a qualified voter of - county, and that I
am a resident property tax payer of the district or proposed district,
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that I was not subject to pay property tax in said district for the pre-
ceding year and have not voted before at this election."

SEC. 9. Immediately after the election, the presiding judge at each
polling place shall make returns of the result in the same manner as
provided for in general elections for State and county officers. and the
commissioners' court shall, at a regular session oi a special session
called for that purpose, canvass such vote, and if it be found that the
votes of two-thirds of the resident property taxpayers votinz thrrenn
shall have been cast in favor of the district, then the court shall de-
clare the result of said election in favor of the establishment of said
district, and shall enter the same in the minutes of said courts, and
shall also canvass' the votd for directors and issue or cause to be issued
to the five directors receiving the highest number of votes certificates
of their election as provided under the general election law; provided,
however, that should it be found that two or more, persons had re-
ceived the same' number of votes for the fifth position or the fifth
director, then the said commissioners' court shall select one of said
persons to fill said position.

SEC. 10. If the commissioners' court shall declare the result of said
election to be in favor of the establishment of the district, flien said
court shall cause to be made and entered in the minutes of said court
an order setting forth facts substanlially as follows: "In the matter
of the petition of ................ and ..... ...........others pray-
ing for the.establishment of a water improvement district as in said
petition described and designated as ................ County Water
Improvement DistrictlNo ................. Be it known, that an elec-
tion' was called for that purpose in said district and held on the.
........ day of ...... A. D. 19... ., and two-thirds of the resident
property taxpayers voting thereat voted in favor of the creation of
said district. Now, therefore, it is ordered by the court that said' dis-
trict be and the same is hereby established under the name of ........
County Water Improvement District No ......... with the following
metes and bounds; (which field notes shall be copied in the record.)"

All such districts hereafter created shall bear the name of the county
in which it may be located as a part of its name, and shall be numi-
bered consecutively as created and established under the order of the
commissioners' court; provided, however, that all districts heretofore
established and otherwise named shall not be required to change its
name, bitt may do so by filing with the commissioners' court a dec-
laration in writing declaring such intention,- such declaratioh to be
recorded as is hereinafter provided for the record of the order of the
commissioners' court establishing such districts, but the number as-
sumed thereby shall not conflict with the numbers of the other dis-
tricts hereafter created. The number of districts created hereafter
shall not conflict with the number of irrigation districts heretofore
created, but shall be consecutively continued.

SEC. 1.1. After the making and entering by the commissioners'
court of the order establishing such districts as herein provided, or an
order changing the name of a district, the said court shall cause to be
made a certified copy of such order, which shall be filed with the coun-
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ty clerk of the county in which such district is situated, and shall
cause same to be duly recorded in the deed records of said county and
properly indexed in the same manner provided for the recording and
indexing of deeds, and such recoi'dation shall have the same effect, in
go far as notice is concerned, as is provided for the record of deeds,
and all costs in connection with the making and recording of such
copies shall be paid by the district.

SEC. 12. Within ten days after the making and entry of the order'
of the commissioners' court declaring the result of the election and
the establishment-of the district as hereinbefore provided, or as soon
thereafter as is practicable, the directors elected at such election shall
each make and enter into a good and sufficient bond in the sum of
five thousand ($5,000 00) dollars each, payable to such district condi-
tioned upon the faithful performanee of their duties, to be approved
by the commissioners' court. Provided, however, that after the or-
ganization of such district, all bonds required to be given by any di-
rector, officer or employe of such district shall be approved by the
directors of such district, and said directors shall take the oath of of-
fice prescribed by statute for the commissioners' court, except that the
name of the district shall be substituted for the name of the county
in said oath of office; and the bond and oath herein provided for shall
be filed with the county clerk of the county within which said district
is situated and be byhim recorded in the official bond record for said
county, and after its record, said bond shall be delivered by the coun-
ty clerk to the depository selected by such district under the provi.
sions of this Act, and shall be by it safely kept and preserved as a
part of the records of said district.

SEc. 13. The directors of such district shall organize by electing
one of their number as president and one as secretary; and any three
of whom shall costitute a qubrum, and a concurrence of three shall
be sufficient in all matters pertaining to the business of their dis-
trict except the letting of contracts and the drawing of warrants on
the depository, which shall require the concurrence of at least four of
said directors.

SEe. 14. No persons shall be elected a director of any district creat-
ed under this Act unless he is a resident of the State of Texas and
owns land subject to taxation within said district, and who, at the time
of such election, shall be more than twenty.ond years of age.

SEC. 15. The office of assessor and collector herein provided for
shall be filled by the same person who hereafter shall be appointed by
the directors, and before entering upon his duties as such assessor and
collector, he shall qualify by making and entering into a good and
sufficient bond to be approved by the directors, in the sum of five
thousand ($5,000.00) dollars, conditioned for the faithful performance
of his duties as assessor and collector, and for the paying over to the
aistriet depository of all sums of money coning into his hands as such
collector; provided, however, that the directors shall require additional
security in the event in their judgment the same may become neces-
sary; and such assessor and collector shall be a resident of the dis-
trict, or of any. town within the general boundaries of the district,

12-Lawn.
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and a qualified voter in the county, and shall receive such compensa-
tion for his services as may be provided by the board of directors, not
to exceed fifteen hundred ($1,500.00) dollars per annum; provided,
that in case any district organized hereunder is appointed fiscal agent
of the United States or by the United States is authorized to make
collections of money for and on behalf of the United States in con-
nection with any Federal reclamation project, such assessor and col-
'lector' and each director shall execute a further additional official bond
in such sum as the Secretary of the Interior may require, conditioned
for the faithful discharge of the duties of his respective office and the
faithftlil discharge by the district of its duties as fiscal or other agent
of the Tnited States under any such appointment or authorization;
such additional bonds to be approved, recorded and filed as herein pro-
vided for other official bonds, and any such additional bonds may be
sued on by the United States or any person injured by the failure of
such officer or the district to fully, promptly and completely perform
their respective duties; provided, that the board of direciors may re-
quire the assessor and collector to perform other duties than those
herein imposed on him as assessor and collector of taxes, and when
such other duties are so required of him, he shall be paid such ad-
ditional compensation as shall be fixed by the board of directors, but
in such event it shall never exceed the maximum salary herein pro-
vided for.

SEC. 16. It shall be the duty of the directors, immediately' after
they qualify as such, to cause .an actual survey of the boundaries of
such district to be made according to the boundaries designated in the
petition for the establishment of such 'district, or to adopt in whole
or in part such boundaries where already established, and to have said
boundary marked by suitable monuments.

SEC. 17. The owner or owners of the fee of any land constituting
a portion of any district may, within thirty days after the election,
qualification and organization of the first board of directors for such
district, file with said board a petition praying that such lands may
be excluded from and taken out of said district. The petition shall
describe the lands which the petitioners desire to have eicluded by
metes and bounds, and such petition must be acknowledged in the same
manner and form as is required in cases of conveyance of real estate.

SEC. 18. Upon the filing of a petition for the exclusion of any lands
from said district with the board of directors, they shall immediately
set said petition down for hearing for a day certain, not to exceed

-twenty days, however, from the date of the filing thereof, and shall.
cause notice of such hearing to be given by the posting of written or
printed notices of the time and place of such hearing at three public
places within said district. Such notice shall contain a copy of the
petition for exclusion, and shall be posted for at least eight days prior
to such bearing.

SEc. 19. The board of directors, at the time and place mentioned
in such notice, or at such time and place as such hearing may from
time to time be adjourned, shall proceed to hear the petition and all
objections thereto, and shall determine whether or not said lands, or
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any portion thereof, shall remain as a portion of such district; and if
upon such hearing said directors shall determine that the land desired
to be withdrawn from said district or any jortion thereof is not sus-
ceptible to irrigation from the system proposed to be provided, then
such non-irrigable lands shall be excluded therefrom, and such ex-
cluded lands and the owners thereof thereby waive all rights to be
served with water from such irrigation systeni; provided, however,
that in the event such petition is not filed within thirty days from the
date of the qualification of the first board of directors, then no such
petition shall thereafter be filed or considered by such board.

SEC. 20. The owner or owners of the fee to lands coriliguous to any
district created under this Act may file with the board of directors of
said district a petition in writing, praying that such land b6 included
in such district. The petition shall describe the tract or body of land
owned by the petitioners by metes and bounds, and upon the filing
of such petition with the board of directors, said board. of directors
shall cause an accurate survey of the said tract of land to be made
and the boundaries thereof marked upon the ground, and said tract
of land may be admitted as apart of the district; provided it can be
irrigated without prejudice to the rights of any of the lands originally
contained therein to be first furnished with an adequate supply of
water, and when said lands are so admitted, they shall immeidately be-
come subject to their proportionate share of any taxation or bonded
indebtedness that may have been created against said district t:nd Eub-
ject to such reasonable charge against such lands for the purpose of
defraying its part of the expenses of maintenance, operation or other
necessary expenditures previously made as may be determineid by the.
board of directors. If the lands described in said petition are ad-
mitted as a part of the district, the application for such admission
shall be.signed and acknowledged as provided for deeds, and shall be
recorded in the deed records of the county in which such district is
situated, together with the order of the directors endorsed thereon. No
land shall be added to any irrigation district with which contract with
the United' States shall have been made without the written consent of
the Secretary of the Interior.

SEC. 21. The board of directors herein provided for shall have
control over and management of all the affairs of such district, shall
make all contracts pertaining thereto, and shall employ, all necessary
employes for the proper handling and operating of. such district.
and expecially may employ a general manager, an assessor and eol-
l6etor, attorneys, a bookkeeper, an engineer, water master and such
other assistants and such other laborers as may be required, and
they may also buy all necessary work animals, motors, pumps, en,
gines, boilers, machinery and supplies as may be required in the erec.
tion, operation and repair of the improvements of the district; a di,
rector may be employed as general manager, and at such compensa-
tion as may no fixed by the other four directors and when so em-
ployed he shall also perform the duties of n director, but he shall not
receive the compensation in this Act provided to be paid to directors.
The board of directors, on behalf of said district, may enter into any
obligation or contract with the Tunited States.for the construction,
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operation and maintenance of the necessary work for the delivery and
distribution of water therefrom, or for the drainage of district lands
or for the assumption of indebtedness to the United States for district
lands, or for the temporary rental of water from the United States
for district lands or a part thereof, under the provisions of the Fed-
eral reclamation Act, and all acts amendatory thereof or supplemen.
tary thereto, and the rules and regulations established thereunder; or
the board may contract.with the United States for a water supply
under any Act of Cofigress providing for or permitting such contract,
and in case contract has been or hereafter may be made with the
United States as herein provided, bonds of the district may be depos-
ited with the United States at ninety (90) per cent of their par value,
to the amount to be paid by the district to the United States under
pny such contract, the interest on said bonds to be provided for by
assessment and levy as in the case of other bonds of the district, and
regularly paid to the United States to be applied as provided in such
contracts, and if bonds of the district are not so deposited it shall be
the duty of the board of directors to include as part of any levy or
assessment now provided for by law, an amount sufficient to meet
each year all payments accruing under the terms of any such con-
tract; and the board may accept on behalf of the district appoint-
ment of the district as fiscal agent of the United States in connection
with any Federal reclamation project, whereupon the district shall
be authorized to so act, and to assume the duties and liabilities inci-
dent to such action, and the said board shall have full power to do
any and all things required by the Federal statutes now or hereafter
enacted in connection therewith and all things required by the rules
and regulations now or that may hereafter be established by any de-
partment of the Federal Government in regard thereto.

SEC. 22. No director or any such district, engineer or employee
thereof shall be directly or indirectly, interested either for them-
selves or as agents for any one else in any contract for the purchase
or construction of any work by said district, and if any such person
shall,'dircctly or indirectly, become interested in any suh contract
he shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof shall
be punished by a fine in any sum not to exceed one thousand
($1,000.00) dollars, or by confinement in the county jail for not less
than six months nor more than one year, or by both such fine and im-
prisonment.

Ssc. 23. All districts established under the provisions of this Act
are hereby declared to be defined districts within the meaning of Sbc-
tion 52, Article 3, of the Constitution and may, by and through its
directors, sue and be sued in any and all courts of this State in the
name of such district, and all courts of this State shall take judicial
notice of the establishment of such districts and said districts shall
contract and be contracted with in the name of such districts.

SEc. 24. Districts created under the provisions of this Act are
hereby crpowered to own and, construct reservoirs, dams, wells,
canals, etc., and to acquire the necessary right-of-way for and buy
or construct all reservoirs; dams, wells, canals, laterals, sites for pump-
ing plants and all other improvements required for the irrigation of
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the lands in such district by gift, grant, purchase or condemnation
and they iiay acquire the title to any and all lands necessary or inci-
dent to the successful operation thereof in addition to any of the
above in the manner herein provided, including the authority by pur-
chase or condemnation to acquire rights.of-way for the enlargemet t,
extension or improvement of any existing canals, or ditches for the
purpose of using such canals and ditches jointly with the owners
thereof. In no event, howeer, shall such district have the right to
acquire by condemnation any irrigation system that may be now or
may hereafter be built by any individual or corporation authorized
to appropriate water and construct irrigation plants under the irri-
gation laws of this State, but any and all such plants and rights may
be acquired by contract fi'om the owners thereof in the same manner
that any other property may be acquired, and all such districts shall
have full authority and right to acquire water rights and privileges
in any way that any individual or corporation may acquire the same.
Any property acquired may be conveyed to the United States in so
far as the same shall be necessary for the construction, operation and
maintenance of works by the United States for the benefit of the dis-
trict under any contract that may be entered into thereunder.

SEc. 25. Immediately upon the' qualification of the assessor and
collector, as hercinbefore provided, he shall enter upon time discharge
of his duties, and shall at once proceed to make an assessment of all
the taxable property, both real, personal and mixed, in his said dis-
trict; and such assessment shall be made annually thereafter. Said.
ansessment shall be made upon blanks to be provided by the directors
for such district. Said assessment shall consist of a full statement of
all property owned by the party rendering same in said district and
subject to taxation therein, and shall state the full value thereof.
There shall be attached to each such assessment an affidavit made by
the owner or his agent rendering said property for taxation to the
effect that said assessment or rendition contains a true and complete
statement of all property owned by tlic party for whom said rendition
is made in said district and subject to Slate and county taxation there-
in; and in addition to all such assessments or renditions made by
the owner or agents of such property, the tax assessor shall make out
similar lists of all property not rendered for taxation in Auch dis-
tricts that is subject to State and county taxation therein. Each and
every person, partnership or corporation owning taxable propArty in
such district shall render same for taxation to the assessor when
called upon so to do, and if not called upon be the assessor, the owner'
shall on or before Juno 1 of each year nevertheless render for taxa-
tion all property owned by him in the district subject to taxation.
And all laws and penal statutes of this State providing for securing
the rendition of property for State and county taxes, and providing
penalties for the failure to r--der such properties shall apply to all
persons, partnershlips or cor ,orations owning or holding property in
any such district. The tax assessor shall have authority to administer
oaths to fully carry out the provisions of this seciion.

SEc. 26. The directors for such district created under the pro.
visions of this Act shall, at their first meeting, or as soon thereafter
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as practicable, and annually thereafter, appoint three commission-
ers, each being a qualified voter and resident property owner of said
district, who shall be styled the "Board of Equalization," and at the
same meeting the same Board of Directors shall fix the time for the
meeting of such Board of Equalization for the first year; and said
Board of Equalization shall convene at the time fixed by the directors
to receive all assessment lists or books of the assessor for said district
for examination, correction, equalization, appraisement and approval.
and -at all meetings of said Board the secretary of the Board of Di-
rectors shall act as secretary thereof and keep a permanent record
of all the proceedings of said Board of Equalization..

SEC. 27. Before entering upon the duties, as such Board of Equal-
ization, each of the members thereof shall take and subscribe the
following oath: "I ................ do solemnly swear (or affirm)
that I will, to the best of my ability, make a full and eomplete exam-
ination, correction, equalization and appraisement of all property
contained within said district, as shown by the assessment lists or
books of the assessor for said district, and add thereto all property not
included therein of which I have knowledge," and said oath shall be
spread upon the minutes to be kept by the secretary of said board.

SEC. 28. The Board of Equalization herein provided for shall
cause the assessor to bring before them, at the time fixed for the con-
vening of said Board, all the assessment li-ts or books of the assessor
of said district for their examination, that they may see that each
and every person has rendered his property at its full value; and said
board shall have power to send for persons and papers to swear and
'" lalify pbrsons who testify, to ascertain the value of such property,
and if they are satisfied it is too high, they shall lower it to its
proper value; and if too low they shall raise the value of such prop-
erty to a proper figure. Said Board shall have power to correct any
and all errors that may appear on the assessors 'sts or books, and
shall have further autho'ity io add any and all property to said lists
of inventories that may have been omitted ihcrefrom.

SEC. 29. The Board of Equalization shall equalize, as near as pos-
sible the value of all property sitnated within said district, having
refereneq to the location of said property and the improvements
thereon situated. Any any person may file with the said Board at
any ti'ie before the final action of said Board, a complaint as to the
assessment of his or any other person's property, and said Board

,shall hear said complaint, and Raid complainant shall have the richt to
have witneses examined to sustain said complaint as to the assessment
of said property, or as to a failure to render any property owned by
any person, partnership or corporaition situated within sail district
suhject to ta.-ation which has not been properly assessed.

SEV. 30. The assessor for such district, at the same time that lie
delivers to said Board his lists and books, shall also fmnish to said
Board a certified list of the names of all persons who either refuse to
swear to, or to siain, the oath or affirmation as required by this law,
together with the list of the property of such persons situated within
said district who have failed or refused to list their property, as made,
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by him through other information, and said Board shall examine the
list and appraise the property so listed by the assessor.

SEC. 31. In all cases where the Board of Equalization shall find it
their duty to raise the value of any property appearing on the lists
or books of the assessor, or to add property omitted therefrom, they
shall, after having fully examined such lists or books, and corrected!
all errors appearing therein, adjourn to a day not less than ten nor
more than fifteen days from the date of adjournment, such day to be
fixed in the order of adjournment, and shall cause the secretary of
said Board to give a written notice to the owner of such property, or
to the person rendering same, of the time to which said Board may
have adjourned, and that such owner or person may at that time
appear and show cause why the value of such property should not be
raised, which notices may be served by depositing the same, properly
addressed and postage paid, in any postoffice within the county.

SEa. 32. The Board of Equalization shall meet at the time speci-
fied in said order of adjournment and shall hear all persons the value
of whose property has been raised; and if said Board is satisfied they
have raised the value of such property too high, they shall lower the
same to its proper value; and said Board of Equalization, after they
have finally examined and equalized the value of all the property on,
the assessor's lists or books or that may have been placed thereon by
said Board of Equalization, shall approve said lists or books and re-
turn them, together with the lists of unrendered property to the asses-
sor that he may make up therefromt his general rules as required by this;
Act; and when said general rolls 'are so made up the Board shall im-
mediately reconvene to examinesaid rolls and approve the same if
found correct; and the action of the Board at the meeting last pro-
vided for in this article shall be final and shall' not be subject to re-
vision by said Board or by any other tribunal ther6after.

SEC. 33. The rhembers of the Board of Equalization, and the sec-
retary while acting as secretary of said Board, shall receive such com-
pensation for their services to be allowed by the directors for said
district as they may deem just aind reasonable, not to exceed, however,
the sum of three dollars per day for the time actually engaged in the.
discharge of such duties.

SEC. 34. After the return to the assessor and collector of the as-
sessment lists and books duly approved by the Board of Equalization,
as hereinbefore provided for, the said assessor and collector shall raake
up the assessment of all taxable property situated in said district up-
on duplicate rolls and after the approval, of said rolls by the Board of
Equalization, he shall retain one of same in his office and shall deliver
the oler copy to the directors of said district, to be kept by them as
a permanent record in their office, and all lists and books of said
assessor shall be caused to be substantially bound and by him kept as
a permanent record of his office, and be delivered, together with all
other records of his office to his successor, upon his election and quali-
fication, or, in case of a vacancy in such office to the directors for
said district.

SEC. 35. The assessor and collector shall collect all taxes due to
said district, and shall, at the expiration of each week, pay over to the.
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depository selected by said district all moneys by him collected, and
shall report to the directors for such district on the fourth Saturday
in every month all moneys so collected by him and paid over to the
depository as hcreinbofore provided, and shall perform all such other
duties, and in such manner and according to such rules and regulations
as the Board of Directors may prescribe and for the convenience of
the persons, firms or corporations owning such tax, shall keep and
maintain an office wilh the Board of Directors for such district, where
all such taxes may be paid.

SEC. 36. The assessor and collector shall be charged by the di-
rectors for such district, upon a permanent finance lqdger to be kept
for said purpose by said district, with the total assessment as shown
by the a. sessmcnt rolls; and proper credit shall be given to the as-
sessor and collector for all sums of money paid over to the depository,
as shown by his monthly reports as hereinbefore provided for, and up-
on the final annual settlement, the said assessor and collector shall
make up a full complete report of all taxes that have not been collect-
ed, which said report shall be audited by said Board of Directors, and
proper credits given therefor, and such annual settlements shall be
made on the first Monday in September of each year.

SEC. 37. The assessment provided for in this Act shall be made
upon all properly subject to taxation in said district on the first day
of January of each year, and such assessment shall be completed and
the lists and books ready to deliver on or before the first day of June
of each year.

SEC. 38. The Board of Equalization, after the first year, shall con.
vene annually on the first Monday in June of. each year to receive
all of the assessment lists or books of the assessor of said district
for examination, correction, equalization, appraisement and approval,
and for the addition thereto of any property found to be unrendered
in said district, and shall complete and deliver said lists and rolls
to the assessor and collcctor by the third Monday in July of sail
year, and the said assessment rolls shall be completed by the assessor
and approved by the Board of Equalization. and returned to said
assessor and collector by the first Monday in October of each year
after the first assessment as hereinbefore provided.

SEC. 39. All taxes provided for by ibis Act shall become due and
payable on the first day of November of each year and shall be
paid on or before the 31st day of January thereafter.

SEC. 40. All lands or other property which have been returned
delinquent, or which may hereafter be returned delinquent shall be
subject to the provisions of this Act and said taxes shall remain a
lien upon said land although the owner be unknown, or though it
be listed in the name of a person not the actual owner, and thoug-h
the ownership be changed, the land may be sold under the judgment
of the court for all taxes, interest, penalty and cost shown to be
due by such assessment for any preceding year.

SEC. 41. It shall be the duty of the directors for such district to
cause to be prepared by the tax colleclor, at the expense of such
district, a list of all lands upon which the taxes remain unpaid
on the 31st day of January of each year, and such list of lands shall
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be known as a delinquent tax roll, and such delinquent tax roll
shall be delivered to the secretary of such district to be by him
safely kept as a part of the record of his office. Such delinquent
record shall carry a sufficient description to properly identify the
land shown to be delinquent therein. Such description may be made
by reference to lot or block number.

SEC. 42. Upon receipt of such delinquent tax roll by the directors
of said district, the said directors shall cause said record to be re-
corded in a book which shall be labled, "The delinquent tax record
of .............. county, water improvement district No ...........
and shall be accompanied by an index showing the name of delin-
quents in alphabetical order.

SEC. 43. Upon the completion of said delinquent tax record by
any such district, it shall be the duty of the directors thereof to
cause the same to be published in some newspaper published in the
county in which said district is situated for three consceditive weeks,
but if no newspaper is published in the county, such list may be
published in a newspaper outside of the county to be designated by
such directors by a contract duly entered into, ard a publisher's fee of
not to exceed twenty-five ($.25) cents for each tract of land so
advertised; and said publication, and any other publication, in a news-
paper provided for in this Act may be proven by the affidavit of
the proprietor of the newspaper in which the publication was made,
his foreman or principal clerk, annexed to a copy of the publication,
specifying the time when and the paper in which the publication
was made.

SEC. 44. Twenty days after the publication of such notice, or as
soon thereafter as practicable, the directors for such water improve-
ment or irrigation district shall employ an attorney to bring suit in the
name of the district in the district court of said county for the pur-
pose of collecting all taxes, interest, penalty and costs due upon said
land. Said petition shall describe all lands upon which taxes and
penalties shall remain unpaid and the total amount oft taxes and
penalties due thereon with interest computed to the time fixed for
the sale of said land at the rate of six (6%) per cent per annum,
and shall pray for a judgment for said amount, and for the fixing,
establishing and foreclosing of the lien existing against such land;
that said lands be sold to satisfy said judgment for all taxes, in-
terest, penalty and costs, and for such other relief to which such
district may be entitled under the law and facts. All suits to en-
force the collection of taxes .as provided in this Act shall take pre-
cedence and have priority over all other suits pending in the district
court.' SEC. 45. The proper persons shall be made parties defendants in
all such suits, and shall be served wlih process and other proceedings
due therein as provided by law for suits of like character in the
district court of this State, and in case of foreclosure, order of sale
shall issue thereunder as in other cases of. foreclosure; but if the
defendant or his attorney shall, at any time before the sale,, file
with the sheriff or other officer in whose hands any such order of
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sale shall.be placed a writte-n requiest that the property described
therein shall le divided and sold in less tracts than the whole, to-
goether with a description of such snb-division as the defendant may
request, provided same are reasonable, and in such case, shall sell
only as ma. sub-divisions as may he necessary to satisfy the judg-
ment, interest, penalties and cost. and after the payment of the taxes,
interest, penalties an(d costs ndjidl-ed against it, the remainder of
the purchase price, if any, shall be paid by the sheriff or other officer
executing said order of sale to the defendant or his attorneys of
record.

SEC. 46. In all eases in which lands may be gold for default in
the payiment of taxes under the preceding section, it shall le lawful
for the sheriff or other officers selling the same, or any of his sue-
cessors in office, to make a deed or deeds to the purchaser, or to any
other person to whom the purchaser may direct the deed to be made,
and any such deed shall he held in any court of law or equity in
this State to vest a ood and perfect title in the purchaser thereof
subject to be impeached only for nctual fraud.

SEC. 47. The attorneys representing such district in all suits against
delinolment taiavers that are provided for in this Act shl 11 receive
for such services such comnensntion to bo paid out of delin(ment
taxes collected, as may le allowed hy the directors for such district;
provided, however, that in no event shall said fee exceed fifteen
(15%) per cent of the mnnunt of taxes so collected. The sheriffs,
district elerkis and othiler officers, executing any writ or performing
any service in the foreclosure of delinquent taxes on any lands
situated in such district shall receive the same fees for such services
as is provided by statule as fees for like services performed in con-
ne-Ption with the discharge of the dut, of their respective offices.

S.8. Tf any person shaull fail or refuse to pay the. taxes im-
posed upon him or his pronerty by this Act until after flhe .lst
(day' of January next succeeding the return of tie assessment roil for
said district. a ncnalty of len (1Oc/ ) per cent on the entire mnount
of such tax slmll accrue, which penalty, when collected, shall 1e onid
over to such district. Such delinquent taxes shall hear interest from
Aulst 1st after (hue at the rate of six per cent per annum. And
the collector of taxes shall, 1y virtue of his tax roll, seize iind levy
upon and sell so much personal property as shall he sufficient to mndk'
the amount of such taxes, together wilh the penalty aliove provided
interest thereon at the rate of six (61/,) per cent per aniin and all
costs aeeruin u thereon. If no personal property be found for seizure
and sale as above provided, the collietor shall make up and file with
the sm'reary of the district the delinquent tax list hereinbefore pro-
vided for, eharging against same all taxes, penalties and interest
assessed against same 0i( the owner thereof.

SEc. 49. Any delinquent taxpayer whose lands have been returned
delinquent, or any one having an interest therein, may redeem the
same at any time 1efoite his lands are sold under the provisions of
this Act by paying to the collector the taxes due thereon with intere4t
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at the rate of six (61/ ) per cent and all costs and the penalty of ten
(10%) per cent as provided in this Act.

SEC. 50. After the establishment of any such district, and after
the qualification of the board of directors, and after the return of
the list ef assessments of the taxable property situated in such dis-
trict, the board of directors for such district may appoint an engi-
neer, whose duty it shall be to make a complete survey of the lands
contained in said district, and to make a map and profile of the
several canals, laterals, reservoirs, dams and pumping sites in such
district and connected therewith, which shall also show any part of
said canals, laterals, reservoirs and dams or pumping sites extending
beyond the limits of such district, which said map shall show the
name and number of each survey and shall also show the area in
number of acres contained iin such district. Provided, however, that
such engineer may adopt any and all surveys heretofore made by any
person, firm or* corporation who have applied for or appropriated
any water for irrigation under.the general laws of this Stale: and
provided, further, ihat said engineer may adopt all surveys for canals,
laterals, reservoirs, dams or pumping sites shown on said maps or
plats. or may adopt other maps, plnts and surveys of the correctness
of which he may be satisfied.

Sn. 51. The maps hereinbefore provided for shall show the rela
tion that each canal and lateral bears to each tract of land through.
which it passes and the shapes into which it divides each tract, and
how much and what part of each tract can be irrigated therefrom,
and where the canal or lateral cuts off any less than twency acres
of land from any tract, the map shall show the number of acres so
divided therefrom and the number of acres in the whole tract, show,
ing the shape of such simhll tract and its relation to the canal or
lateral. And such profile map shall also show in detail the number
of cubic yards necessary to be moved or excavated in order to make
such reservoir, canal or lateral, and shall show in detail the specifi-
cation for all other works necessary to tle construction of, all improve-
mnents proposed to be made in such district, and zive the estimated
cost of each, and when said map, profile, specifications and estimates
shall have been completed by the engineer as herein provided, lie
shall sian the same in his oficial capacity and file them with the see-
rotary of said hoard. Provided, however, that where said district
contains any pumping plants, canals, dnms, ditches or reservoirs
heretofore creted, and which is contemplated to be purchased or
acouired by said district, then such map or plat and etiniates .s
herci nbeforC provided for shall show such improvemnits and lhe
price or probable price at which the same may be acquired, and where
additional improvemnents of canals, ditches, laterals, reservoirs or
pumping plants are to be constructed, such report shall contain the
detailed information with reference to such additional improvements
as is provided for in this Section. Provided, further, that none of
the maps and data prescribed by this and the preceding sections
except such as are required for lime in the makintr of assessments
and levies for district purposes shall he reoiired where contract is
entered into with the United States under Federal laws.
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SEC. 52.. After the e.stablishlnent of any such district and tlie qual-
ification of 6le directors theieof, and after the miking and filing of
steh maps, profiles,. socifie~iions nd -estimate af provided .for i

the preceding section of this Act, and after the making and-rettrn of
the, asiszesmcnt roll by the assns, r and collector for said district. as
provided for in this Act, the board of directors -may, order .an elcc-'
tionrto be held within such. district at the carliest possible legal time,
at which 16hction there shall he snhmitted -the proposition, and none
other: "For the issmance of. bonds ad -levy of. tax and pavment
t~herofor'; ''Against the issuance of bonds and levy-of tax and payl
nilt thereFor." Tn the event that .on tract is propbsed to be made
witli the Tlited States tnder the F4ederal reelanati6 Ilaws, te.
qtestion wilch shall be submitted to the voters at: such. election shall

.'be: "F r contract with the TTnited Statcs and levy nf taxes and
pIaymernt therefor," and "Against contract with the. United States
and levy.of taxes and payment therefor.''

SEC. 53. Notice Of such election, stating the amount of bonds,
which shall not exceed the engineer's, estimate and all nCessarr In-
cidental expenses and the cost of additional work which may become

.necessarV by aV chtanu or modiftia'ion made.by the directo'rs for-
such district. statina.lhc time and places of holding the ption,
• shall be 'iven by the secretary of the board of directors b 1osting,
notices thereof in four public places in such district, and one at
the court house door of the county ill wlicl .such. proposed disirict
is situated. Such noicc shall be published in the manner prescrib.ed
in Seetibn 44 of this Act and shall be posted. for twenty dais pre-
vious. to the 'date of the eloction, .and shall contain the prol:.osilion
-to be voted unon as set. forth in the preceding section of this Act. to-

ethor'with the engincer's esiimate of the probable cost of constru-
tion of the proposed improvement, nd estimate of incidental ex-
penses or of the purehave of improvements aliady existing....or of
the purchase of such existing improvements and construction IO. oad-
ditions thereto, as the ease may be. Tf. however; contract with the
United States is proposed for election, the notice shall state the maxi-
Mum amount of'money payable for construction purposes, exclusive
of penalties and interest"

.SEC. 54: " The manner of conducting all clecptions herein provided
for shall. be governed by hlie election laws of the State of Texas, ex-
cept as herein otherwise provided, None but resident property tax-
paftyers who are qualified voters of said district shall be entitled to vote
at any election on any question submitted to thevoters thereof by the
directors for such district at such- election. The directors .for such
district shall name a polling place for such election in each voting

* precinct or part of the voting.precinct embraced in said district, and
shall also select and appoint two.judges, one of whom shall be the pre-
siding judge, and two clerks, for each -voting precinct designated in
said order; and shall provide one and one-half times-as many ballots
for said' election as there are qualified resident taxpaying voters

:Within such district, as shown by thetax 'rolls of said county. Said
ballot shall have written or printed thereon these words, and no others,
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"For the issuance of bonds and levy of tax in payment therefor;"
and "Agninst the issuance of bonds and levy of tax in payment there-
for." If it is proposed that contract he entered into with the United
States the ballot shall contain the following words and no others:
"For Contract with the United States and levy of taxes and payment
therefor," and "Against Contract with the United States and levy
of taxes and payment therefor."

SEc. 55. Every person who offers to vote in any election held
under the provisions of this Act shall first take the followinq oath
before the presidinz judve of the polling place where he offers to
vote, and the presiding judge is hereby authorized to administer
same: "T do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I am a qualified voter
of ................ county, water improvement District No .........
and that T am a resident property taxpayer of said district, and that
I have not voted before at this election."

,EC. 56. Immediately after the clection, the presiding judge at
each pollinr plnce shall make return of the result in the same man-
ner as provided for in general elections for State and county officers,
such return to be made to the sepretnry of such district, who shall
keep same in a safe place, and deliver them, together with the re-
turns from the several polling places, to the directors of such district,
who shall, at a reular session or a special session called for the pur-
pose of cnnvnssing said vote, at such session canvass vote, and if
it be found that two-thirds majority of the resident taxpayinq voters
voting therein shall have been east in favor of the issuance of bonds,
or in favor of making contract with the United States. as the caqe
may be, and the levy of tax. then said directors shall declare the
result of said election to be in favor of the issuance of the bonds,
or in- favor of the making of contract with the United States, and
the levy of lax and payment therefor, and shall cause the same. to be
entered in their minutes.

SEC. 57. After the canvass of the vote and declaring the result,
as provided for in the preceding Section. the directors for said dis-
trict shall make and enter an order directing the issuance of bonds,
or aulborizing the execution of contract with the United States for
such district, as the case may be, sufficient in amojnt to pay for such
proposed improvements, together with all necessary actual and inci-
dental expense connected therewith; provided, however, that said
bonds or contract indebtedness wi'h the United States shall not ex-
ceed in amount one-fourth of the actual assessed value of the real
property in such district, as shown by the assessment thereof made
for the purpose of determining the value thereof, or at the last an-
nual assessment, as provided for in this Act. and not to exceed the
amount specifiecd in said order and notice of election. Provided,
however, that if, after an election has been held for the issuance of
bonds or for contract with the United States, and the tax authorized
and levied, and bonds have been authorized to be issued, or have been
issued as provided for in this Act, or contract with the United States
authorized or executed, as the case may be, the directors for said
district shall consider it necessary to make any modifications in said
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district, or in any of the improvements thereof, or shall determine
to purchase or construct any further or additional improvements
therein and issue additional bonds upon the report of the engineers,
or shall determine to make supplemental contract with the United
States, or upon its own motion shall find it necesfary to make said
additional improvements, or purchase additional property in order
to carry out the purposes for which said district was organized, or
to best serve. the interest of such district, said finding shall be entered
on record, and notice of an election for the issuance of said bonds,
or for authorization of contract with the United States, shall be given
and such election lield within such times, and the returns of such
election made as hereinbefore provided for in cases of original elec-
tion, and if two-thirds of the resident property taxpaying voters of
the district voting thereon vote in favor of additional bond issue, or
in favor of supplemental contract with the United States, and levy
of tax and payment therefor, said directors shall declare such result,
and enter the same in the minutes of said directors, and order such
bonds to be issued, or shall negotiate and execute supplemental con-
tract with the United States, as in the manner provided in this Act.
And provided, further, that if a contract is made with the United
States, as in Section 21 hereof provided, and bonds are not to be
deposited with the United States-in connection with such contract,
bonds need not be issued, or if required to raise funds in addition
to the amount of such contract, said bonds shall be issued only in
the amount needed in addition thereto.

SEC. 58. The bonds issued unier the provisions of this Act shall
be issued in the name of the district, signed by the president and
attested by the secretary, with the seal of said district affixed there-
to, and such bonds shall be issued in denominiations of not less than
one hundred (100) dollars nor more than one thousand (1000) dol-
lars each, and such bonds shall bear interest at the rate of not to
exceed six (6%) per cent per annum, payable annually or semi-
annually. Such bonds shall by their terms provide the time, place
or places, manner and conditions of their payment, and the interest
thereon, as may be determined and ordered by the directors for such
district, and none of such bonds shall be made payable more than
forty years after the date thereof. Provided, that the lien for the
payments due the United States under any contract between the dis-
trict and the United States accompanying which bonds have not been
deposited with the United States, shall be a preferred lien to that
of any iksue of bonds or any series of any issue subsequent to the
date of such contract. %

SEC. 59. No suit shall be permitted to be brought in any court
of this State contesting or enjoining the validity of the formation
of any district created under the provisions of this Act, or any
bonds issued hereunder, or contesting the validity of contract with
the United States or of the authorization thereof by the district ex-
cept in the name of the State of Texas, by'the Attorney General, upon
his own motion, or upon the motion of any party affected thereby
upon good cause shown, except as herein provided.
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SEC. 130. Any such district in this State desiring to issue bonds
in accordance with this Act shall, before such bonds are offered
for sie, bring an action in the district court in any county of the
judicial district in which said district may be situated or in the dis-
triet court of Travis county, to determine the validity of any such
bonds, or such district contracting with the United States in accord-
ance with this Act shall, if requested by the Secretary of the Interior,
bring an action in said court to determine the validity of said con-
tract. Such action shall he in the nature of a proceeding in ren, and
,jurisdiction of all praties interested may be had by publication of a
notice thereof once each week for at least three consecutive weeks in
some paper of eneral circulation published in the county where the
action is pending, and in the county in which said district is sit-
uated. Notice shall also be served upon the Attorney General of
the State of Texas of the term of court to which said suit is made
returnable. Such notice to the Attorney General shall contain a
copy of all of the proceedings had in the formation of such dis-
trict, and in connection with the issuance of said bonds, or in con-
nexion with the authorization of Raid colitract with the United States
and a copy of the contract, the Attorney General may waive service
when furnished a full transcript of such proceedings.

SEC. 61. It shall be the duty of the Attorney General to make a
careful examination of all such proceedings and require such further
evid6nee and make such further investigation as may seem to him
advisable. He shall then file an answer teindering the issue as to
whether such bonds are legal and binding obligations upon such dis-
trict, or, as the case may be, as to whether such contract with the
United States is legal and binding upon the district. The issue
thus made shall be tried and determined by the court and judgment
entered upon such finding. Upon the trial of such cause the court
may permit any person. having an interest in the issues to be de-
termined to intervene and participate in the trial of the issues made.
All suits brought under the provisions of this Act shall have pref-
erence over all other actions in order that a speedy determination as
to the matters involved may be reached.

SEC. 62. Upon the trial of the issues made under the preceding
section of this Act, if the judgment of the court shall be adverse to
the district, then such judgment may be by said district accepted,
and the error pointed out in such proceedings may be corrected in
the manner designated or directed by said court, and when so cor-
reeted, the judgment of the district court shall be rendered showing
that said corrections had been made, and that the bonds issued there-
under. or the said contract with the United States, are binding
oblivations upon said district. And thereafter the judgment, when
so finally made and entered, shall be received as res adjudicata in all
cases arising in connection with the collection of said bonds or any
interest due thereon, or in connection with the collection of moneys
required' by contract with the United States, and as to all matters
pertaining to the organization and validity of said district, or per-
laining to the validity of the bonds or of the said contract with the
United States.
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SEC. 63. After the making and entry of the judgment of the dis-
trict court, as hereinbefore provided, the clerk of said court shall make
a certified copy of such decree, which shall be a part of the orders and
decrees connected with such election, and said court decree shall be
filed with the Comptroller of Public Accounts, and to be by him re-
corded in a book kept for that purpose, and said certified copy or a
duly certified copy of said record made by the Comptroller shall be
received in evidence in all litigation thereafter arising which may
affect the validity of such bonds or of such contract with the United
States, and shall be conclusive evidence of such validity.

SEC. 64. Upon the presentation of said bonds, together with certi-
fied copy of the decree of the district' court, as provided for in the
preceding section, the Comptroller shall register said bonds, together
with a certified copy of the judgment, as herein provided for, in a
book to be provided foi that purpose, and shall attach to each of said
bonds a certificate of the fact that the decree of the district court as
required by this Act has been filed with him in his office; such certifi-
cate to be signed by him officially, and the seal of his office attached
thereto.

SEC. 65. The county commissioners court in which said district
is situated, in whole or in part, shall provide a well bound book in
which a record shall be kept by the county clerk of all bonds issued,
with their numbers, amount, rate of interest, date of issue, when
due, where payable, and the annual rate per cent of tax levy made
each year to pay the interest on said bonds, and to provide a sinking
fund for their payment, and said book shall be at all times open to
the inspection of all parties interested in said district, either as tax-
payers or bondholders, and upon the payment of any bond an entry
shall be made in said book, showing such payment, and the secretary
of such district shall furnish to the county clerk certified copies of all
orders made in connection with the issuance and levy and assess-
ment of taxes for the payment of interest and creating a sinking fund
for the final payment of such bonds. The county clerk shall receive
for his services in recording all instruments of the district reuired
to be recorded, the same fees as are provided by law for other like
service.

SF, . 66. After the issuance of said bonds, and after the regstra-
tion by the Comptroller of Public Accounts for the State of Texas,
as provided by this Act, the board of directors for such district shall
offer for sale and sell said bonds on Ihe best terms and for the best
possible'price, but none'of said bonds shall be sold for less than the
face value thereof and the accrued interest thereon, and as said bonds

* are sold, all moneys received therefrom shall be immediately. paid
over by the board of directors to the depository for said district. Pro-
vided, however, that the board of directors may exchange bonds for
property to be acquired by purchase under contract, or in payment
of the contract price for work to be done for the use and benefit of
said district.

SEC. 67. All expenses, debts and obligations necessarily incurred
in the creation and establishment and maintenance of any district or-
ganized under the provisions of this Act shall be paid out of the con-
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struction and mainenance fund of such district, which fund shall
consist of all moneys received by said district from the sale of the
bonds of such district, or as hereinafter provided, or if contract is
proposed to be made with the United States for the construction of
the irrigation system, said expenses, debts and obligations may be
paid out of the maintenance and operating fund.

SEc. 68. Whencver such bonds shall have been voted, the directors
for such district shall levy a tax upon all property within such dis-
trict sufficient in amount to pay the interest on such bonds, together
with an additional amount to be placed in the sinking fund, sufficient
to discharge and redeem said bonds at their maturity, and said di-
rectors for such district shall annually levy or cause to be assessed
and collected taxes upon all property within said district sufficient
in amount to pay for the expenses for assessing and collecting such
taxes. *Whcnever contract shall be made with the United States,
taxes shall similarly be levied sufficien-t in amount to meet all in-
stallments, as they become payable, and inter'est, if any, and the di-
rectors shall cause due levy annually to be made until all such con-
tracts and obligations shall have been discharged. Such bonds may
be issued in serial form, or payable in installments, as determined by
said directors, and such tax levy shall be sufficient if it provides an
amount suifficient to pay the interest on such bonds and to meet the
proportional amount of the principal of the next maturing series of
said bonds, and the expenses of assessing and collecting such taxes
for such year.

SEC. 69. There is hereby created what shall be termed the "Inter-
est and Sinking Fund," for such district., and all taxes collected
under the provisions of this Act shall be credited to such fund, and
shall never lie paid out, except for the purpose of satisfying and dis-
charuing the interest on said bonds, or for the cancellation and sur-
render of such bonds and to defray the expense of assessing and
collecting such tax, and for the payment of principal and interest
due or to become due to the United States under any contract
between the district and the United States, accompanying which
bonds of the district have not been. deposited with the United States,
as in Section 21 hereof provided, and such fund shall be paid out
upon order of the directors for such district upon warrants drawn
therefor. as hercinbefore provided, and at the time of such payment
the depository for said district shall receive and cancel any interest
coupon so paid or any bond so satisfied or discharged, and when such
interest coupon or bond shall be turned over to the directors, the
account of such depository shall be credited with the amount thereof,
and such bond or interest coupon shall be cancelled and destroyed.

SiC. 70. There shall also be created a fund to be known as ""ain.
tenance and Operating Fund.'" and* such fund shall consist of all
moneys collected by assessment or otherwise for the maintenance and
operation of the properties purchased or constructed or otherwise
acquired by such district, or for temporary annual rental due to the
Uhited States, and out of this fund shall be paid the salaries of all
officers other than the assessor and collector, and of all employees of
every kind whatsoever, all expenses of operation of every kind, except

13-Laws.
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the expense of assessing and collecting taxes, whether the same be for
water distribution or for operation of machinery, canals, ditches
laterals or otherwise, or for the payment of the unpaid balance due
for construction or for extension of said canals, ditches or laterals
and the purchase of machinery for replacements; such debts to be
paid upon a warrant executed as otherwise provided herein.

SEC. 71, The terms of office of all officers elected for such district
shall be for two years, and until their successors are elected and
qualified; provided, however, that all officers elected at the first elec-
tion held under the provisions of this Act shall hold office only until
the next regular election to be held in said district for the election of
such officers.

SEC. 72. There shall be held on the second Tuesday in January,
1918, and every two years thereafter, a general election, at which
time there shall be elected five directors for such district, who shall
be the elective officers for such district.

SEC. 73. All elections held in such districts shall be held in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the general election laws of this
State, except as herein otherwise provided; provided, however, that
the board of directors shall appoint all necessary officers to hold
such elections, and shall name the polling places in said district, and
shall receive and canvass the election returns and do and perform
all other duties necessary to the holding of said elections and canvass-
ing the returns thereof and decliring the result thereof.

SEC. 74. All other persons employed or representing said district
shall be employed by the board of directors for such time and under
such terms and conditions as said board of directors shall deem best
for the interest of said district; provided, however, that no contract
shall ever be made with any person or employe for a longer period
of time,'at any one.time, than one year, and the salaries of all such
employees, or the compensation to be received by them, shall be fixed
by the board of directors at the time of the employment.

SEC. 75. All vacancies in the office of director for such district
shall be filled by the board of directors by appointment, and the di-
rector so appointed shall hold office until the next regular election,
and until his successor has been elected and qualified. Provided,
however, that where the number of directors shall have been reduced
by death or resignation or from other cause to less than three, then'
such vacancies shall be filled by a special election to be ordered by
the president of said board of directors, or by any two members of
said board, said election to be ordered and held after the giving of
notice for the election of said officers as provided for the holding of
general elections; and further provided, that if said president or
two of the directors shall fail or refuse to order such election, then
said election may be ordered by the district judge of any judicial
district in which said district may be situated upon a petition signed
by any five parties interested in the election of said directors,
whether said interested parties be taxpayers or bond holders; and
when so ordered, notices shall be given of said election, and such
election held in the manner provided for the holding of general elec-
tions, but under the orders of said court, and the directors elected
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at such election shall hold their office until the next general election,
and until their successors shall have been elected and qualified. In
the event that less than a quorum exists to approve bonds of such
eleoted directors, then such bonds shall be approved by the county
commissioners court of the county in which such directors reside.

SEC. 76. The directors provided for by this Act shall receive as
compensation for their services the sum of five dollars per day for
each and every day necessarily taken in the discharge of their duties
as such directors, and said directors shall file with the secretary for
such district a statement verified by their affidavit of the number of
days actually taken by them in the service' of said district, said state-
ment to be filed on the last Saturday in each month, or as nearly
thereafter as practicable, and before a warrant shall issue for the
payment of such services.

SEC. 77. The right of eminent domain is hereby conferred upon
all districts established under the provisions of this Act for the pur-
pose of condemning and acquiring the right-of-way over and through
all la-ads, private and public, except as hereinafter indicated, neces-
sary for making reservoirs, canals, laterals, and for pumping sites,
drainage ditches, levees and all other improvements necessary and
proper for such districts, and the authority hereby conferred shall
authorize and empower such districts to condemn all lands, private
and public, for the purpose herein indicated beyond the boundary
of such districts and in any county within the State of Texas; the
right of eminent domain shall not extend to land used for cemetery
purposes, nor to property owned by any person, association of per-
sons, corporation or water improvement district, and used for the
purpose of supplying water under the laws of this State and neces-
sary for the making of reservoirs, canals, laterals, pumping sites,
levee and drainage ditches, or other appurtenant work by such
owner. All such condemnation proceedings shall be under the direc-
tion of the directors and in the name of Ohi irrigation or water im-
provement district, and the assessing of danages and all procedure
with reference to condemnation, appeal and payment shall be in con-
formity with the statutes of the State for condemning and acquiring
right-of-way by railroad companies, and all such compensation and
damages adjudicated in such condemnation proceedings shall be paid
out of the construction and maintenance fund of said district.

SEC. 78. In all eases where districts have been heretofore estab-
lished or wherein proceedings are now pending to establish same, and
a hearing has heretofore been had upon a petition to establish such
districts, and action thereon has been taken by the commissioners'
court, or where a public hearing is now pending upon such petition,
and the notices there*of and therefor have been given as provided for
by Chapter 172, of of the Acts of the Thirty-third Legislature, such
notices are hereby deemed and declared to be and to have been due
and regular notices of such publication under the full meaning, in-
tents and purposes of this Act, and all such districts so established
are hereby declared to be duly and regularly established and are
hereby declared to be defined districts, or, territory within the mean-
ing of the Constitution, and all acts or things done by said districts
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under the provisions of said Chapter 172, of the Thirty-third Legis-
lature are hereby validated and declared to be the regular and bind-
ing act of such district.

SEC. 79. In the event that any district established under the pro-
visions of Chapter 172 of the Acts of the Thirty-third Legislature
shall not within two years after the taking effect of this Act, or that
any district which may hereafter be established under the provisions
of this Act shall not within two years after the conclusion of the or-
ganization of such district begin to acquire the necessary canals,
ditches, flumes, laterals, reservoirs, sites, dam sites, pumping plants
or other things necessary .to the successful operation of such a dis-
trict, or shall not diligently pursue the purposes for which said dis-
trict was created, then and in that event, such district may be dis-
solved without the necessity of taking any action in connection there-
with, and any party having interest therein, or to whom any debt
may be due and owing by said district, mhy collect such debt in the
same manner provided by law for the collection' of any debt due by
any -person, association of persons or corporatioh, and such debt shall
be a lien upon the property of such district when established by any
court of competent jurisdiction, and the judgment of said court shall
provide- for the payment of such debt and judgment in the same
manner as judgments for debt against cities or towns that have been
dissolved may be enforced; and provided further, that any district
heretofore organized, or hereafter organized under the proyisions of
this Act, may voluntarily dissolve by the same vote and in the same
manner herein provided for the organization of districts, such elec-
tion to be held in the manner herein provided for the holding of elec-
tions in such districts, but provided further, that no dissolution shall
be had until all debts and obligations have been fully paid and dis-
eharged. Any such district may also voluntarily abolish its corpor-
ate existence in the same manner as provided by law 'for the disso-
lution of drainage districts, as set forth in Chapter 28 of the Acts
of the Thirty-third Legislature, first called session, and each and all
of tho provisions of said Act shall apply to and control the abolition
of said districts and the legal consequences thereof.

SEC. 80. Where any such district proposed to be established lies
partly within two or more counties, the petition provided for in this
Act shall h) presented to the county commissioners' court of each
.county in which a portion of said district shall lie, and all notices
provided for in this Act to be given in the formation of such'dis-
triet silall be given in each and every county in which any portion
of said territory proposed to be included in such district shall lie.
The elections herein provided for for the establishment of such dis-
trict shall be ordered as herein provided by the conntv commissioners
court of each county in which any portion of said district may lie,
for the portion of said district lyirg in said countv. The election
returns in such county shall be made to The commissioners' court and
the said commissioners' court shall appoint all necessary officers,
furnish all necessary supplies and give all necessary notices as herein
provided in the same manner as if the territory lvinv in said county
was in itself to be incorporated in such district, but stating that same
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is part of such entire district. The said election shall be held in each
county in the portion of the district therein situated and the return
of such election shall be made to the county commissioners' court or
any other officer authorized to receive same, and shall be by them
duly canvassed and the result duly declared. After canvassing, de-
termining and declaring the result of said election the county judge
or presiding officer of the commissioners' court shall certify and
report the result of said election to the county judge of the county
in which the largest portion of any such district is situated and said
county judge shall canvass said vote and declare the result thereof,
and if it be determined that at least two-thirds of the property tax-
payers voting thereon in said entire district have voted in favor of
the creation of said district, the said county judge, shall declare the
result thereof in the manner herein provided. Said county judge
shall make and publish the order provided for in this Act relating to
districts wholly within one county, and shall cause copies of such
order to be filed with the county clerk of each county in which afiy
portion of said district may lie which shall be held to be a proclama-
tion of the result of said election. The board of directors elected for
such district shall meet and qualify and shall have charge of the
affairs of the district in the same manner as hereinabove provided
for districts lying wholly within one county. The bonds of such di-
rectors shall be approved by the commissioners' court of the county
in which they reside, a copy of the order approving the bond or
bonds, shall be filed with the county clerk of the county in which
such district is situated, or in which any portion thereof is situated,
and sneh clerk shall record same in the deed records of said county,
and shall properly index the same in the manner provided for the
recording and indexing of deeds.

SEC. 81. Where a district lies in two or more counties the officers
of such district shall furnish bonds and take the oath of office and
qualify before the commissioners' court of the county in which the
portion of the distrct lies in which they reside or in which their
property is situated.

SEe. 82. When a petition asking for the establishment of such
district is filed in two or more counties, the commissioners court of
each county shall proceed to hear and determine the matters therein
set f rth with reference to the territory within their said county in

.the same manner as provided herein for territory wholly within one
county, and in the event anv one or more commisqioners' courts in
which any part of said district is situated shall dismiss the petition
and find avainst the petitioners, then the said petitioners or any part
of them may appeal from the decision of such court to the district
court. in which event they shall file notices of appeal with the com-
missioners' court of each county in which said petition has been
acted upon, and the clerk of each said court shall transmit all origi-
nal paners and a true copy of all orders made by each said courts to
the court to which said appeal is taken, and thenaid court hall hoar
and determine said matters by consolidating said cauqes. The appeal
herein provided for shall be taken in the same manner as provided
in Section 4 of this Act, and the district courlt of any county in
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which- any portionof .said distrist is situated shal .haye jurisdiction
to. hear .rid deter iine said appeal; and siid cause shallbe tried i i
said .court as piovided for the trial and" ppeal-of any civil action,
except-Ithat no formal pleadings shall, be: required 'other. than .the
nIotices of appeal herein provided;"--. .83., Whenever I .ny water improvement district has been

. formed under, this A.c3t, r .under' the provisidis., of :Chapter : 172 of.
-,'the"Att.of 1913, lying" Wholly within' one county,' and it is to 'the
advntage' of such 'district and' of land oWner'lying in the 'adjoining
county. 6r counties' to have' such adjoining lands added' to or -includ-'

ed in. such established district then same may: be' so included in: or,
added. to the territory' already included..in buac: established district..
in, the following manner :'. The owners: of the fee shall make applica-
tion. to the directors of the :'established districtto Which t hey desire
to be annexed,;'which application shall, be -in writing and 'shall de-
scribe the lands covered by the applicatjoii'by metes and bounds and
'same shall' be acknowledged in the saime. manner, and form as now
required'for the acknowledgment of deeds, and .if said land is a home-
stead or the separata property of a married' woman it shall be ack-
knoWledged by both: husband and 'wife .The directors of the district
shall set'said petition or-application down for, hearing on some er-
'taii date and shall give notice of such hearing in the same manner
as provided in- Section 1 of this Act,and shall consider same in-the
same, manner As provided for the consideration of :petitibns by thL:-
county commissioners' court as set out and pi'0vided in' Sections' 2
and 3 of this Act, and in theevent that they shall find -and determine .
'that it is for the advantage of such established district and for ad-
vantage of' the lands sought, to be. added'theretp,' to. so include said
laids in said. district, then they, shall so' find and enter" said findings

-of record in the minutes of said directors and they shall. thereupohn
.order. an election to be held in said (stablishcd digtrict:to determine
"whether..or not said. additional -territory- shall be .permitted to . be
added thereto, which election ,shall be held after thirty days notice,
which notice shall-be given by posting, copies of such notice in five
public places in said district for at least twenty days next preceding'
the, day of election, and if there be a newspaper published in said:
district, by publishing such notice for: at least once a week for three
weeks next- precediag the day.of 'said election.. The said notice shall
.be given by the directors, which said director' shall furnish all nec-

essary 'supplies'- for said election and" shall: appoint two judges and
two clerks for aft polling places'i.said district to conduct said elec;
tion and make return thereof, which; officers shall ;take the oath of
office prescribed by the general election: laws of the State, and they
shall make .returns of said election to the directors .of the district,
but in 'all other things' said election shall be held in conformity with

.',the general eleetin laws of 'the State.. At such election ther'e shall
be submitted the _question, ' and none other, " Shall the proposed' ter-
ritory.be. addedt tofe 'district?? and there shall follow said sentence
the word "Yes.' and just below'it the-word, "No."

If two-thirds madtiritv of. the resident property taxpayers of said
district vote yes Itheh the said territory may be added and become a

1!98..
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part of said district in the same manner as if originally incorporated
therein and subject to all laws governing qaid district; provided,
that the directors of said district may require the owners of said
lands to pay into the interest and sinking fund of said district their
proper pro rata part of charges theretofore made against the lands in
said district to pay the interest and sinking fund upon bonds of said
district. If the application or petition for the addition of lands to
the district as herein provided for shall cover a number of different
tracts of land, or if there be included in the territory so described
in said application or petition property taxpayers other than those
signing and acknowledging such application, or if there be included
in such territory as many as ten property taxpaying voters, then, at
the same time the election above provided for is held in said estab-
lished district, there shall also be held and conducted under the same
rules and regulations as above provided for elections within such
established territory, an election in such territory that is proposed
to be added, except that the notice of election shall include a full
description by metes and bounds of the territory included within
such proposed addition. The ballot for such election shall have
printed thereon "For addition to irrigation district" and "Against
addition to irrigation district", but shall not contain any other mat-
ter whatever. In the event that two-thirds majority of the resident
property taxpaying voters voting thereon at said election vote in
favor of the addition of such territory, then same may be added to
such irrigation district by a proper order of the 'directors entered
upon the minutes of such established district, said order to be made
within twenty days after the holding of such election, and said terri-
tory so added shall thereafter be and lecome an integral part of said
district subject to all laws governing said district as completely and
Es fully as if same had been included in the district in its original
formation; provided, however, that no water shall be furnished for
irrigation of land included within said district until the owners and
holders thereof shall have fully paid the charges fixed against each
such land by the directors as a condition to their admission into the
district as provided for in this Act. Such additions to such district
shall not in any manner affect the officers, employees and affairs of
such district, but the voters of such added territory shall have a right
to participate in all matters of the district considered or voted upon
thereafter, and in case contract has been made with the United States
as aforesaid, the Secretary of the Interior may assent to such change.

Spe. 84. The directors of any district and the engineer and em-
ployees thereof are hereby authorized to go upon any lands lying
within said district, for the purpose of examining same, locating res-
ervoirs, canals, dams, pumping plants, and all other improvements,
to make maps and profiles thereof; and are hereby authorized to go
upon the lands beyond the boundaries of such districts in any county
for the purposes stated, and for any other purposes necessarily con-
nected therewith, whether herein enumerated or not. And any per-
son who shall wilfully prevent or prohibit any such officers or em-
ployees from entering any lands for such purposes shall be guilty
of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be fined in any sum not
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exceeding one hundred dollars for each day he shall so prevent or
hinder such officer or cmploye from entering upon any lands.SEFc. 85. Contracts for making and constructing reservoirs, dams,
canals, laterals, pumping plants, check gates, sluice gates, and all
improvements whatsoever of said district shall be made by the di-
rectors, to the lowest responsible bidder, after giving notice by ad-
vertising same in one or more newspapers of general circulation in
the State of Texas, and in one newspaper published in the county, if
there be one in the county, and one newspaper in such district, if
there be one in the the irrigalion district, which notice shall be pub-
lished once a week for four consecutive weeks; and also by posting
notices for at least twenty days in five public places in the district,
and one at the court house door of the county or counties in which
such district is situated; provided that the provisions of this section
shall not apply in case of any contract between the distaict and the
United States.

SEc. 86. Any person, corporation or firm, desiring to bid on the
construction of any work advertised as provided for herein, shall
upon application to the directors be furnished with a copy of the
engineer's report, and profile, showing the work to be done, provided
the directors may charge therefor the actual cost of having such re-
port and profiles made and furnished. All bids or offers to do any
such work shall be in writing, and sealed and delivered to the presi-
dent or secretary of the board of directors, together with a certified
check for at least two per cent of the total amount bid, which said
amount shall be forfeited to the district in' the event the bidder re-
fused to enter into a proper contract for his bid as accepted. Any or
all bids may be rejected in the judgment of the directors. All bids
shall be opened at the same time.

SEc. 87. All contracts made by the districts shall be in conform-
ity with and subject to the provisions of this Act, and the provisions
of this Act shall be a part of all contracts in so far as applicable to
either the contractor' of thu district, and the provisions of this Act
shall govern whenever the contract is in conflict herewith. The con-
tract shall be reduced to writing and signed by the contractors and
directors, and a copy of same so executed shall be fllcri wilh the
county clerk of the county or counties in which said district is sit-
uated, which said copy so filed with said county clerk shall he record-
ed in a book kept for that purpose, and be subject to public inspec-
tion.

SEc. 88. The person, firm or corporation to whom such contract
is let shall give bond payable to the district in such amount as the
director may determine, not to exceed the contract price, conditibncd
that he, they, or it will faithfully perform the oblivations, agree-
ments and covenants of such contract, and that in default thereof
they will pay to said district all damaie sustained by reason thereof.
Such bond shall be approved bv the directors, and shall be deposited
wilh the depository of the district, a true copy thereof being re-
tained in the office of such directors.

SEc. 89. All such contracts shall contain a full statement of the.
specifications for all work included in the contract, and all such



GENERAL LAWS.

work shall be done in accordance with the specifications under the
supervisions of the directors and the district engineer. As the work
progresses the engineer of such district will make full reports to
the directors, showing in detail whether the contract is being com-
plied with or not in the construction, and when the work is com-
pleled the engineer shall make a detailed report of same to the di-
rectors, showing whether or not the contract has been fully complied
with according to its terms, and if not in what particular it has not
been so complied with. The directors, however, will not be bound by
such report, but may in addition thereto fully investigate such work
and determine whether or not such contract has been complied with.
The district is hereby authorized and empowered to make all neces-
sary bridges and culverts across or under any railroad track and
roadway of such railway to enable them to construct and maintain
any canal, lateral, or ditch necessary to be constructed as a part of
the improvements of such district. Such bridges or culverts shall be
paid for by the district; provided, however, that notice shall first be
given by such district directors by delivering a written notice to any
legal agent, division superintendent or roadmaster of such railway,
and the railway company shall be allowed thirty days to build such
bridges or culverts at their own expense, if they should desire to do
so, and according to their*own plans; provided such canal, culvert
or ditch shall be constructed of sufficient size not to interfere with
the free and unobstructed flow of water passing through the canal
or ditch, and shall be placed at such points as are designated by the
district engineer, or directors.

SEC. 90. Such districts are hereby authorized and required to
build all necessary bridges and culverts across and over all canals,
laterals and ditches made and constructed by such district, whenever
the same crosses a county or public road, and shall pay for the same
out of the funds of such district.

SEC. 91. After the full and final completion of all tie improve-
ments of such district as herein provided for, and after the payment
of all the expense incurred under the provisions of this Act, the
directors are authorized to use the remaining funds of the district
for the best inicrests of such district in the preservation, upkeep
and repair of the works of such district.

SEc. 92. The directors shall have the riht, and it is hereby made
their duty, at all times during the progress of the work being done
under any contract, to inspect the same; and upon the completion of
any contract in accordance with its terms, they shall draw a warrant
on the depository of the district for the amount of the contract price
in favor of the con*tractor or his assignee; and if the directors shall
deem it advisable in order to obtain more favorable contracts, they
may advertise a contract to be paid for in partial payments as the
work progresses, and such partial payments shall not exceed in the
arreeate eighty-five (85) per cent of the amount of work done, the
Aaid amount of work completed to be shown by certified report of
the engineer of the district.

SEc. 93l. The directors shall make a semi-annual report on the
first days of July and January of each yehr, showing in detail the
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kind, character, and amount of work done in the district, the cost of
same, the amount of each warrant drawn, and to whom paid, and for
what purpose paid, and other data necessary to show the condition
of improvements made under the provisions of this Act, and each re-
port shall be verified by them, a copy of which shall be filed in the
office of the county clerk of the county or counties in which such dis-
trict is situated, and shall be open to public inspection.

SEC. 94. When a district acquires an. established irrigation sys-
tem. which has supplied water to lot owners in a city, town or village,
and such city, town or village is not included in such district, such'
district shall continue to supply water to such lot owners for a reas-
onable annual rental.

SEC. 95. Every person desiring to receive water during the course
of the year, or at any time during the year, shall furnish to the sec-
retary of the board of directors a statement in writing of the acre-
age intended by him to be put under irrigation, and for which water
is to be used, and as near as may be, a statement of the several crops
to be planted, with the acreage of each, and shall at the same time
pay such proportion of the water charge or assessment therefor as
may be prescribed by the board of directors. If such statement
should not be furnished, or such payment should not be made before
the date for fixing the assessments, there shall be no obligation upon
the district to furnish such water to such person for that year. The
board of directors on or as soon as practicable after a date in each
year to be fixed by a standing order of the board, shall carefully es-

,timate the expense to be incurred during the course of the next suc-
ceeding twelve months for the maintenance and operation of the ir-
rigation system. A proportionate part o'f the amount so estimated
not less than one-third, nor more than two-thirds, to be determined
from year to year, by the board of directors, shall be paid by assess-
ment against all irrigable' lands within the district, pro rata per
acre; that is to say, against all lands to which the district is in con-
dition to furnish water by its then system of canals and laterals, or
through extensions thereto of then existing laterals, but without ref-
erence as to whether such land is to be actually irrigated or not; and
the remainder of the amount so estimated shall be paid by the per-
sons taking water, or applying for water as aforesaid. This remain-
ing amount shall be equitably pro rated, as nearly as may be, among
the applicants for water, and in pro rating same, the board of direc-
tors may take into consideration the acreage to be planted by each
application for water, the crop to be grown by him and the amount
of water per acre to be used by him provided, however that each water
user shall pay the same price per acre for use of upon the same class
of crops. All assessments shall be paid in installments and at times
to be fixed by the order of the board of directors, but it the crop for
which such water was furnished shall be harvested prior to the time
fixed for the payment of any installment, the entire unpaid assess-
ment shall at once become due and shall be paid within ten days after
the harvesting of such crop and before the removal of same from the
county or counties in which grown. The board of directors shall
ha-ve power and authority from time to time to .adopt, alter and re-
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seind rules, regulations, standing orders and temporary orders, not
in conflict with this Act, governing the methods, ways, terms and
conditions of water service, applications for water, assessments for
maintenance and operation and the payment and the enforcement of
payment of such assessments, and the furnishing of water to persons
who have not applied for same before the date of assessment, and to
persons who desire to take water for irrigation in excess of their or-
iginal applications, or for use on other lands than. those covered by
such applications. The board of directors may, at their discretion,
require every person desiring water during the course of the year to
enter into a contract with the district, which contract shall indicate
the acreage to be watered, the crops to be planted, and the amount
to become due, and the terms of payment; and it may be further re-
quired that the water taker shall execute a negotiable note or notes
for such amounts, or for parts thereof. The making of such con-
tracts shall not constitute a waiver of the lien given by this Act upon
the crops of the water taker for the service furnished to him. If the
water taker shall water more land than is called for in his contract,
he shall pay for the additional service rendered as and at the times
hereinbefore indicated. To secure money for the operating and
maintenance expense of the district, the board of directors shall have
authority to borrow money with interest not exceeding ten per cent
per annum, aid may hypothecate any of its notes or contracts with
water takers or accounts against them. The district shall have a first
lien superior to all other liens upon all crops of whatsoever kind
grown upon each tract of land in the district to sedure the payment
of the assessment herein provided for, and all such assessments shall
bear interest from the time due and payable at the rate of ten per
cent per annum. And if suit should be flled therefor, or the same
should be collected by any legal proceedings, an additional amount of
ten per cent on unpaid principal and interest shall be added to the
same as collection or attorney's fees, which collection fees, as well
as principal and interest of such assessments shall atand secured by
the lien aforesaid. All land owners shall be personally liable for all
assessments herein provided for, and if they shall fail or refuse to
pay same when due the water supply shall be cut off and no water
shall be furnished to the land until all back dues are fully paid.
This provisions shall bind all parties, persons and corporations own-
ing or thereafter acquiring any interest in said lands. The directors
of all districts shall within ten days after any assessment is due pos.t
at a public place in said district a list of all delinquents and shall
thereafter keep posted a correct list of all such delinquents; pro-
vided, however, that if the parties owning such assessments shall
have executed notes and contracts as hereinbefore provided they
shall not be placed upon such delinquent list until after the maturity
of such notes and contracts. In the event that contract shall be made
with the United .States, the remedies in this Section hercinbefore
provided in favor of the district shall apply with regard to the oper-
ation and maintenance and rental charges which may become due to
the United States. Provided. however, that the Federal reclamation
laws and in particular the Reclamation Extension Act approved
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August 13, 1914, and any Adts amendatory thereof, shall be applicable.
Moreover, all water the right to the use of which is acquired by the
district under contract with the United States, shall be distributed
and apportioned by the district in accordance with the Acts of Con-
gress and rules and regulations of the Secretary of the Interior and
the provisions of such contract in relation thereto.

SEC. 96. In the event the assessments made.as provided for in the
preceding section should be more than sufficient to meet the neces-
sary obligations of the district, the balance shall be carried over to the
next season ; and in the event the assessments made are not, sufficient
to meet the necessary expenses of such district the balance unpaid
shall be assessed, pro rate, in accordance with the assessments pre-
viously made for the then current year, and shall be paid under the
same conditions and penalties within thirty days from the time such
assessment is made. Public notice of all such assessments shall be
given by posting printed notices thereof in at least three public
places in the district, and printed notices shall be mailed to each
land owner; provided, however, each land owner shell furnish to
the board of directors his correct postoffice address. Such notice
shall be given by posting and mailing such notice five days before
the assessment is due, and in the event of special assessments such
notice shall be given within ten days after such assessments are
levied.

SEC. 97. Included in the plans of any such district may be -the
necessary drainage ditches, or oiher facilities for drainage, and nec-
essary levees for the protection of land under the system; and every
such district way purchase the system or any part of any system be-
longing to a drainage district. The purchase, however, shall provide
for the payment of the debts of the drainage district, or the assump-
tion of such debts, and the amount of such devli' paid or assumed
is to be considered in determining the bond issmiug capacity of the
district.
SEc. 98. All assessments for operation and maintenance expenses

made under the provisions of this Act shall be collected under the
direction of the directors, by the assessor and collector of ta.xes, or
other person designated by them, whinh said officer shall vive bond
in such sum as tbey may direct conditioned upon the faithful per-
fo.mpnec of ivs duties and ncounting for all money collected. He
shall keep a true account of all money collected. and deposit the same
as collected in the district depoqitor'y, and shall file with the secre-
tarv of the directors a true statement of all money collected once

* each week. The collector shall use duplicate receipt books, and shall
,ive a true receipt for ecneh collection made. retaining in such book

a trile copy thereof, which shall be preserved as a record )f the dis-
tr-t.

SEC. 99. The directors of such district shall keep a true neoount
of all tbeir meetinas and proceedings, and shall preqerve.all eon-
trnes. records and notiees, duiplicnte vouchers, duplionte reeeints,
and ni ncnnun.nnd records of whotqocver kind. in a flreproof vault
or snfv. nd3 the onme shall be the nronerty of the district and shall
be delivered to their successors in office.
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SEC. 100. The directors for such district shall select a depository
for such district under the same provisions as are noxv provided for
the selection of depositories for the counties in this State; and the
duties of such depositor;es shall be the same as now prescribed by law
for county depositories, However, in the selection of depositories
the directors of such district shall act in the same capacity and per-
form the same duties as is incumbent upon the county judge and
members of the commissioners' court in the selection of county de-
positories; and all laws now in force or hereafter to be enacted for
the government of county depositories shall apply to and become a
part of this Act.

SEC. 101. The district depository shall make a report of all moneys
received, and of all moneys paid out, at the end of each month,
and file such reports with such vouchers among the records of said
'district in its own vault, and shall furnish a true copy thereof to the
directors, and shall, when called upon, allow same to be inspected
by any taxpayer or resident of such district. Such records shall be
preserved as the property of such district and shall be delivered to
the successor of such depository.

SEC. 102. The directors of each district shall have and maintain
a regular office suitable for conducting the affairs of such district,.
within such district, or within a town situated within the general
boundary lines of such district, and not removed therefrom. And
such directors shall hold regular meetings at said office on the first
Monday in February, May, August and November of each year, at
ten o'clock a. m., and shall hold such other regular special meetings
as they may see fit. And any such resident taxpayer or interested
party may attend any such meeting of such directors, but shall not
participate in any such meetings without the consent of the directors
and shall have no authority to vote upon any matter considered by
such directors, but may present such matters as they desire to such
directors in an orderly manner.

SEC. 103. All officers and enployces of any district who may be
required to give bond or security, may furnish bonds of surety com-
panies subject to the approval of the directors; provided, however,
whenever such surety company bond is furnished by anv such officer
or employe, the surety company furnishing same shall file for record
in the office of the county clerk of the county where such district is
situated a duly executed power of attorney, showing the authority
of the person signing such bond for said company, to so sign same,
and said power of attorney shall be duly executed by the officers of
said company, and have attached the company seal; and such power
of attorney, shall remain on file in said office. All such official bonds
shall be preserved by it as the property of said district.

SEc. 104. All meetings of the directors shall be held at the.reg-
ular office of iie district. All vouchers issued for the payment of
any fhnds of the district shall be signed by at least four directors
and shall refer to the book and page of the minutes allowing such
account. All vouchers shall be issued from a regular duplicate book
containing a duplicate which shall be preserved. The directors shall
have kept a complete book of accounts for such district, and shall on
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September first of each year select a competent auditor who shall
examine the accounts, books and reports of the depository, the as-
sessor and collector and the directors, and make a full report thereon,
a copy of which shall be filed with the depository and a copy with
the directors and one with the county clerk of the county or coun-
ties in which such distr~ct is situated. Such report shall be filed
by November 1 of each year.

SEc. 105. Where a district organized under prior Acts has issued
bonds and levied taxes to provide the interest and sinking fund
thereon and said bonds or a portion thereof have not been sold at
such time, the directors of such district may return all unearned por-
tion of said taxes, if collected, and may cancel, all unearned portion
of said taxes not collected and all penalty, interest and costs thereon.
At the time of the sale of such bonds, however, a sufficient tax shall
be levied to provide all interest and charges thereon.

SEC. 106. Two or more districts may jointly own and construct
Irrigation works and reservoirs under the terms and conditions to
be set out in a written contract. Any such contract shall not be
binding until same shall have been ratified by a majority vote of each
such district. An election shall be held in each such district upon
the same day to determine whether such contract shall be adopted.
Such contract shall be printed or in writing, and a true copy shall
be filed in the office of each district fifteen days prior to such elec-
tion and be subject to public inspection, and one true copy of same
shall be furnished each voter calling at such office for same at nny
time within fifteen days prior to such election. When improvements
are constructed by two or more districts, bids may be jointly called
for and may be opened and considered at the designated office of
either of such districts, and such districts shall approve the letting
of the contract, and the contractor's bond, and may meet .for that
purpose at a place outside of their district, or at any office estab-
lished for such joint project and at which office all business of such
joint project may be transacted, all bids, bonds, contracts, etc., of
said joint project may be in the names of said joint project districts,
such districts being empowered and authorized to do all acts by
joint action that one district may do. The action of each district
being determined by its board of directors, a general manager may
be employed for such joint enterprise whose duties may be set forth
in the joint ownership contract.

The terms and conditions of such joint ownership contract shall
nct conflict with the provisions of the law providing for the organ-
ization and conduct of districts, but may include provisions for joint
construction and operation of same. Such contracts may be amend-
ed in the same manner.

SEC. 107. The Act of the Twenty-ninth Legislature, being Chap-
ter 50 of the Acts of 1905, and the Act of the Thirty-third Legisla-
ture, being Chapter 172 of the Acts of 1913, and Chapter 138 of the
Acts of 1915, are hereby repealed. All districts heretofore organized
under the terms and in accordance with the provisions of said Acts,
are hereby expressly declared to be validly created, organized, de-
scribed and defined with boundaries an prescribed by the order of the
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commissionrs' court organizing the same, or as the same have since
been changed by the board of directors thereof in the manner pro-
vided by said Acts. Such districts, however, shall hereafter be gov-
erned by the provisiont of this Act, provided, hiowever, that the duly
constituted and qualified officers of such districts shall continue to
perform the duties of such offices until the next general election held
under the provision of this Act.

All bonds issued by such district, which have been declared valid
by a judgment of the District Court, shall be and be held to be valid
and binding obligations of such district and not subject to attack,
except for actual fraud. Any such district may change its name to
the name herein provided for such districts by filing a declaration to
that effect with the commissioners court of the county or counties in
which it is situated, and which said declarUion shall be in the form
of a deed of conveyance and duly acknowledged by the president and
secretary of the district, and shall embody and set forth a copy of
the minutes of said board of directors, and show the resolution
adopted for the change of such name, and when such instrument
shall have been so recorded, the name of such district shall thereby
be changed.

All districts in the process of organization under existing laws re-
pealed by this Act, are hereby declared to be valid districts and en-
titled to proceed in accordance with the provisions of said Act so re-
pealed until the date upon which this Act shall take effect after which,
said districts shall be governed by the provisions of this Act, and said
districts shall change their name to conform to the provisions of this
Act by filing a declaration as above provided, in the office of the
county clerk of the county or counties in which they are situated;
and if they have not proceeded to the point of election of directors,
they shall change such name by making application to the county
commissioners court having jurisdictibn thereof, which said court
shall change said name upon all orders thereafter issued relating to
said district.

SEC. 108. All districts organized under the provisions of this Act
shall have full authority, acting by and through the board of direc-
tors, to construct all works and improvements necessary for the irri-
gation of lands in said districts and the conveying of water for such
purpose and all other purposes authorized by Section 52 of Article
3 of the Constitution of the State of Texas, and the directors of such
districts, subject only to the provisions hereof, shall have full au-
thority to manage such districts and the business of such districts
for the purpose of carrying out the intention of the organization.

SEc. 109. Where a district is organized embracing land irrigated
by an established irrigation system and lands entitled to be served
with water from such irrigation system are not included in such dis-
trict, in the manner provided by law, and when so admitted to or in-
cluded in such district the said land shall become part of said dis-
trict as if originally included therein and shall be entitled to water
service upon an equal basis with the lands originally included in said
district.

SEC. 110. Where there is included in a district lands having a
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water right from a source of supply acquired by such district but
which lands it is difficult or impracticable to irrigate, the said dis-
trict may allow such water rights to be transferred to other lands
adjacent to said district and may admit such lands to said district
upon an equal basis as to water service with the lands originally in-
cluded in such district.

SEC. 111. Whenever any district organized or hereafter organ-
ized has failed or neglected to furnish water sufficient to irrigate
any land within such district within two years from its organization,
then stach lands shall be relieved of any and all assessments and
charges except taxes until such district shall construct the necessary
canals and furnish the necessary water to enable the owner of said
land to irrigate all of said land on demand therefor.

SEC. 112. The tax as levied in connection with the original issu-
ance of bonds shall remain in force from year to year as the levy for
that purpose, until a new levy shall be made. The board of directors
may, from time to time, increase or diminish such tax so as to adjust
the same to the taxable values of the property subject to taxation
by the district and the amount to be collected, and in such manner
as to raise an amount sufficient to pay the annual interest and sink-
ing fund on said bonds then outstanding.

SEC. 113. The board of directors are authorized and empowered,
.whenever they may deem it advisable, to invest any sinking funds
of th6 district, acquired for the redemption and payment of any of
its outstanding bonds, in bonds of the United States, of the State of
Texas, of any county of the State of Texas, any irrigation or water
improvement bonds or of any incorporated city or town, or of any
independent school district, or of any other school district in the
State of Texas authorized to issue bonds; provided that no bonds
shall be so purchased that according to their terms mature at a date
subsequent to the time of maturity of the -bonds for the payment of
which such sinking fund was created.

SEC. 114. The county clerk shall receive for his services in regis-
tering said bonds the sum of ten cents for each bond so registered;
for entering a payment of any bond, the sum of ten cents; for re-
cording of instruments of the district required to be recorded, and
for which no fees are hereinbefore fixed, he shall receive the same
fees as provided by law for recording deeds.

SEC. 115. The board of directors may employ a manager, who shall
have general chorge and management of the water distribution sys-
tem of the district, subject to the general rules and regulations made
by the board of directors, and who shall have power to appoint and
discharge all other employees except the president and the secretary
of the board and the assessor and collector, to purchase and contract
for all supplies necessary for the water distribution system, after
the board has authorized such purchases, to collect all assessments
for operation and maintenance, and to execute on behalf of the dis-
trict all water contracts and other contracts that are not required
by law to be executed by the board or by the president and secretary
of the board, and who shall have such other powers and perform
such other duties as may be provided by the board of directors.
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Unless such manager is appointed, all persons emplbyed by or repre-
senting the district shall be employed by the board of directors. No
contract shall ever be made with any manager or other person oremploye, whether employed by the board of directors or by the man-
ager, for a longer period of time than one year, and the salaries of
all employees, or the compensation to be received by them, shall be
fixed at the time of their employment.

SEC. 116. Where bonds have been issued, or may be hereafter is-
sued, by a district organized'under and in accordance with the pro-
visions of this Act, or where bonds, have been issued by any district
organized under the Act of the Twenty-ninth Legislature, being
Chapter 50 of the Acts of 1905, or the Act of the Thirty-third Leg-
islature, being Chapter 172 of the Acts of 1913, in accordance with
the provisions of said Acts, respectively, new bonds bearing the same
or a lower rate of interest may be issued in lieu thereof. Such new
bonds may be exchanged for old bonds, provided the old bonds are
taken in exchange at their face value or at a discount, or they may be
sold and the net proceeds applied to the purchase of the old bonds
redeemed at par or at a discount. The Comptroller of Public Ac-
counts shall not register said new bonds until the old bonds in lieu of
which they are issued are presented to him for cancellation or until
a valid contract has been entered into and a copy thereof filed with
the Comptroller for the purchase of a corresponding amount of such
old bonds. After registration of the new bonds, the Comptroller
shall keep the same in his possession until the old bonds are surrend-
ered to him .and cancelled by him, whereupon he shall deliver the
new bonds to the proper party or parties; provided, that the old
bonds may be so preiented for payment, in installments, and a like
amount of the new bonds registered and delivered as herein pro-
vided.

If the new bonds are in the same amounts and have the same dates
of maturity as the old bonds intended to be replaced thereby, they
may be authorized by resolution of the board of directors and issued
without submitting the question of their issiiance to the vote of the
property taxpayers, who are qualified voters in the district, and they
shall be registered by the Comptroller in the manner hereinbefore
provided, and upon the filing with him of a copy of the resolution
of the board of directors providing for the cancellation of said old
bonds and the issuance of the new bonds in place thereof; and when
said old bonds shall have been cancelled and the new bonds regis-
tered by the Comptroller, such new bonds shall be the valid and bind-
ing obligations of the district, without further proceedings in regard
thereto; and the same are hereby declared to have, and are hereby
given, the same force, effect and validity as the original issue of bonds
that they have replaced.

Any such district is authorized to issue new or refunding bonds
in lieu of bonds heretofore or hereafter issued as aforesaid, in
such amount, of such denominations, bearing such rates of inter-
est and periods of maturity as may be provided by resolution of
the board of directors thereof, within the limits prescribed in this
Act in the case of an original issuance of bonds, whenever the board

14-Laws.
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of directors may deem such action advisable, but if such new or re-
funding bonds are in greater amount, bear a greater rate of interest
or have longer periods of maturity, or in any other respect create
a greater burden on the district than the old bonds then outsanding,
the issuance of such new or refunding bonds shall be submitted to
the vote of the resident property taxpayers who are qualified voters
of the district, and all provisions of this Act governing the election
and the issuance, approval, validation, registration and sale of bonds
in the case of an original issue of bonds shall apply to and govern
such new or refunding bonds. All such bonds shall be registered and
delivered only in the manner provided in this Section.

SEC. 117. Should any partir" in any unorganized county wish to
organize a Water improvement district, under the provisions of this
Act, such parties shall have the right to do so by applying to the
commissioners' court of the county to which said unorganized county
is attached for. judicial purposes, and such commissioners' court is
hereby authorized to perform for said unorganized county .all things
which in this Act is required of Commissioners' court of organized
counties.

SEC. 118. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are
hereby repealed.

SEC. 119. The fact that the present law relating to the establish-
ment and maintenance of irrigation districts in the State of Texas is
indefinite and uncertain, and that a definite, eertain law for the es-
tablishment and maintenance of same would be of great benefit to the
State, constitute an emergency and an imperative public necessity
that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three sev-
eral days be suspended, and also that this Act take effect from and
after its passage, and it is so enacted.

INOTE.-H. B. No. 238 passed the House of Representatives by a
two-thirds vote, yeas 116, nays 6; and passed the Senate with amend-
ments by a two-thirds vote, yeas 25, nays 0; and the House concurred
in Senate amendments by a two-thirds vote, yeas 106, nays 2.]

Approved March 19, 1917.
Became a law March 19, 1917.


